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Christianity, and it will be seen what formidable passions anyone would stir up who attempted to dissolve  the   existing   unity  by   adding   other ingredients.   This is what Charles, with Laud's help, wanted to bring about.  The present balance of power in Scotland was distasteful to them both. The authority of the Crown was hated by the nobles, mostly violent, ambitious men, each ruling his own clan and warring against one another. The Church was largely under lay control, and though some of the poorer inhabitants might be loyal to their Stuart King the real authority lay with the nobles and the Calvinist clergy.   Charles determined to  establish the Anglican  Church more firmly and thus create a party in sympathy with his own ideas which would counterbalance the aristocracy and, he hoped, have a civilising influence on the whole country.   As a beginning, he commanded that the English Prayer Book should be used throughout the country.   At once he provoked the two strongest emotions of the Scotch :   their national pride, which resented interference from Whitehall or Lambeth ;   and their hatred of Popery, by which name they included any Christian religion with roots in the past.   To the true Calvinist, religion had been non-existent between the first Apostles and the Reformation,   while   the   Anglican   view   that Protestantism should be a purified version of the Catholic Church was anathema to men who spoke of that Church as the Whore of Babylon.   As the members of a Communist State would view the introduction of Liberal propaganda in the Press, so the Scotch nation viewed the introduction of ritual and liturgy into their churches as tending